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TITLE

Begin typing your manuscript here—near the middle of the first page. “Ample 

margins” in the printed Tassy Walden Contest guidelines means typical margins of about 

1.25 inches on the left, and 1 inch on the right, top and bottom of the page. Picture book 

manuscripts should be brief, with no section breaks for imagined illustrations or anticipated 

page breaks. Each portion of the text—whether a single sentence or a brief paragraph—can 

follow each preceding one with normal paragraph indentation. The Tassy Contest picture 

book limit is 1500 words, or approximately 6 typewritten pages, which is quite long for most 

picture books. For middle grade novel or young adult novel submissions, separate chapters 

do begin on a new page, five double-spaces down, and must be labeled with chapter number 

or name. The submission limit for novels is the first 25 pages. Extra pages will be discarded 

prior to judging. A header with your last name, the manuscript title, and a page number must 

appear on every page of text when submitting a text-only manuscript in any category.


